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C1 - ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY REPORT 

1.  TMP engagement overview 

The 2022 Transportation Master Plan (TMP) is the long-term transportation vision for York Region 
considering infrastructure needs over the next 30 years to support growth and the changing needs of 
travellers while highlighting focus areas for future study.  

This report presents the engagement activities for the 2022 York Region Transportation Master Plan 
(TMP) Study. A significant level of community and stakeholder engagement was undertaken in the 
preparation of the TMP. It is important to understand transportation systems users’ concerns in order to 
guide the vision for the future of transportation in York Region. A diverse and inclusive range of 
travellers, residents, stakeholders, Indigenous communities and community partners within York Region 
engaged virtually through online meetings, interviews, social media, surveys and emails to provide 
input on the future transportation network and assist in the development of the TMP focus areas.  

Virtual community engagement on plans and projects was required to reduce large gatherings for York 
Region residents and businesses to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. The engagement prioritized the 
safety of staff and members of the public, while making best efforts to maximize participation. As a 
result, new tools and tactics were implemented to ensure stakeholders were engaged and could 
provide comments on transportation investments that matter to them.  

These engagement activities resulted in a higher participation rate than any previous Region TMP and 
in return, collected significant amounts of input and feedback from communities within York Region and 
beyond. Public engagement was included in all three phases of the TMP study, referred to as Discover, 
Explore and Reveal. This assisted in the generation of the TMP’s vision, values and goals, 
recommended networks and focus areas.  
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Figure 1: Three elements of focus during the engagement phase of the 2022 TMP. 

 

2.  TMP timeline 

The TMP Study began in the spring of 2021 when the Notice of Study Commencement was issued. 
The following timeline identifies the process followed throughout the study. Major engagement activities 
are included below. 

Figure 2: Timeline of the Transportation Master Plan study. 
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The launch of the 2022 York Region Transportation Master Plan website – www.york.ca/TMP 

• Q2 2021 

Three virtual Public Information Centres (PICs): 

• Thursday, July 15, 2021, 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  

• Wednesday, October 20, 2021, 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

• Spring 2022 – April 21, 2022, 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

A summary of key TMP milestones in chronological order include: 

• Council approved for initiation of the Transportation Master Plan update, Q4 2020 
• Notice of Study Commencement, Q2 2021 
• Developed of a TMP purpose statement, guiding principles and objectives, Q3 2021 
• Background research and evaluation, Q3/Q4 2021 
• Reviewed and developed transportation networks and focus areas, Q4 2021  
• Developed draft TMP for review and comment, Q1 2022  
• Presented final TMP to Council for endorsement, Q2 2022 
• Issue Notice of Study Completion, Q3 2022  

The TMP update is being conducted as part of other Regional studies including the Municipal 
Comprehensive Review (MCR) process to ensure outcomes are aligned with the updates to the 
Regional Official Plan, Water and Wastewater Master Plan and Development Charges Bylaw.  

3.  Public engagement with stakeholder and community partners 

Engagement focused on three elements: Discover, Explore and Reveal. The first phase was to discover 
the transportation needs and future opportunities as a foundation for community engagement 
throughout the transportation planning process. The second phase explored different proposed 
networks and focus areas based on resident and stakeholder input. The final phase revealed the TMP 
to the community to learn about the goals and initiatives outlined in the Plan. Throughout the three-
phase process, staff engaged with the public seeing input and encouraging the sharing of ideas. These 
included: 

• The provincial government: including Metrolinx, Ministry of Transportation, Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks, Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Forestry, Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries, 
Ministry of Indigenous Affairs and Infrastructure Ontario  

• Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) and Lake Simcoe Region Conservation 
Authority (LSRCA) 

• York Region’s local municipalities including staff and elected officials: City of Markham, City of 
Richmond Hill, City of Vaughan, Town of Aurora, Town of Newmarket, Township of King, Town 
of Georgina, Town of East Gwillimbury and Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville 

• Public transit agencies: Brampton Transit, Durham Region Transit, Simcoe County LINX Transit 
and Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) 

http://www.york.ca/tmp
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• Adjacent municipalities: Region of Peel, Durham Region, Simcoe County and City of Toronto  

• Land stewardship organizations: Oak Ridges Moraine Land Trust and Oak Ridges Trail 
Association 

• Utilities: Hydro One Networks Inc and Ontario Power Generation  

• School boards: York Catholic District School Board (YCDSB) and York Region District School 
Board (YRDSB) 

• Fire services: Richmond Hill Fire, City of Vaughan Fire, Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville Fire, 
Town of East Gwillimbury Fire and Township of King Fire 

• Police: Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) and York Regional Police (YRP) 

• The Building Industry and Land Development Association (BILD) 

• Unionville Ratepayers Association 

• Routes Connecting Communities, a community based not-for-profit organization to provide 
volunteer transportation to those in need 

• Partnership Advisory Group of government agency partners  

• York Region and local Municipal Accessibility Advisory Committees  

• Agriculture and Agri-Food Advisory Committee  

• York Region services: York Region Transit (YRT) and York Region EMS 

4.  Engagement with Indigenous communities 

York Region is located on the traditional territory of many Indigenous peoples including the 
Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee, Huron-Wendat and Métis peoples and the treaty territories of the 
Haudenosaunee, the Williams Treaties First Nations and the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. 
York Region falls under the Nanfan Treaty with the Haudenosaunee, Treaty 13 with the Mississaugas 
of the Credit First Nation, the Williams Treaties with the Chippewas of Beausoleil, Georgina Island and 
Rama First Nations and the Mississaugas of Alderville, Curve Lake, Hiawatha and Scugog Island First 
Nations. There are also other land claims and treaty rights involving portions of York Region that have 
not been definitively resolved. The Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation is the closest First Nation 
community to York Region.  
 
We thank these and other Indigenous peoples for sharing their land with us.  
 
The following First Nations, Indigenous communities and Métis Councils were identified at the outset of 
the project for having historical, Aboriginal and/or Treaty-rights based interest in the 2022 
Transportation Master Plan:  
 

• Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation  
• Chippewas of Mnjikaning First Nation (Chippewas of Rama First Nation)  
• Coordinator Williams Treaties First Nations 
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• Beausoleil First Nation  
• Hiawatha First Nation  
• Curve Lake First Nation  
• Alderville First Nation  
• Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation  
• Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation  
• Six Nations of the Grand River  
• Haudenosaunee Confederacy Chiefs Council  
• Kawartha Nishnawbe First Nation  
• Huron-Wendat Nation  
• Métis Nation of Ontario  

 
In line with the consultation requirements outlined in the Municipal Engineers Association Municipal 
Class Environmental Assessment process, all project notices, communications and technical briefings 
were distributed to the above communities. Indigenous communities were engaged jointly in 
conjunction with the Municipal Comprehensive Review and the Water and Wastewater Master Plan, 
which were being completed in parallel to the TMP. Any input received was documented and taken into 
consideration. 

4.1 Engagement Activities 

Engagement with Indigenous communities was coordinated with the Municipal Comprehensive Review 
and Water and Wastewater Master Plan. The Region coordinated engagement with individual 
Indigenous communities based on interest, capacity and availability as there is currently no provincially 
approved framework for engaging Indigenous communities. A consultant and Indigenous facilitator 
supported all engagement activities. The opportunity to engage with and learn from Indigenous 
communities was valuable, as their unique historic and cultural relationship to the land and water gives 
rise to important perspectives on how to manage the natural environment and water resources. The 
Region looks forward to continuing these conversations. 
   
The table below summarizes a general timeline of engagement activities with Indigenous communities. 
 

Engagement Phase   Activities  
 
Discover Phase: Project 
introduction and initial 
meeting 
  
Fall 2020 – July 2021 

An introductory letter was provided to all 14 First Nations, Indigenous 
communities and Metis Councils identified above to invite feedback and 
extend an offer to meet. No requests to meet were received during this 
period.  

A Public Information Centre #1 letter/notice was provided to all 14 First 
Nations Indigenous communities inviting them to attend.  
 

Explore Phase: Sharing 
proposed Transportation 
Networks and Focus Areas 
  
April 2021 – October 2021 

One technical briefing in May 2021 was provided to all 14 First Nations, 
Indigenous communities and Métis Councils identified above to invite 
feedback and extend an offer to meet. No requests to meet were received 
during this period.  
 
A Public Information Centre #2 letter/notice was provided to all 14 First 
Nations and Indigenous communities inviting them to attend.  
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Reveal Phase: Drafting and 
Finalizing the Plan   
  
October 2021 – June 2022  

Meetings were requested by and held with:  
• Curve Lake First Nation  
• Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation  
• Huron-Wendat Nation  
• Six Nations of the Grand River  
• Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation  
• Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation** 
 

A Public Information Centre #3 letter/notice was provided to all 14 First 
Nations Indigenous communities inviting them to attend. 

 
 

* Note: Engagements were paused for a time as First Nations, Indigenous communities and York 
Region responded to the COVID-19 pandemic. When engagements resumed, they occurred in a virtual 
format.   

** After several attempts of virtual meetings and correspondence with the Chippewas of Georgina 
Island First Nation, York Region staff were unable to meet with the Indigenous community, but remains 
committed to future engagement opportunities. 

Efforts were made by York Region to follow-up with Indigenous communities to ensure awareness, 
acknowledgement and an opportunity to reply to notices, including an alternative contact method (e.g. 
alternate email address, mail, phone call, meetings) to confirm receipt of the notices, awareness of the 
project and build enduring relationships of capacity, support and trust on both sides. 

4.2 Meetings with Indigenous communities 

Feedback was received from a number of Indigenous communities and is summarized below.  
 
Item 
No. 

First Nations Meeting 
Date 

First Nations Comments 
(Meetings) 

 

Response 

1 Curve Lake 
First Nation 

Tuesday 
February 
1, 2022 

• Land acknowledgement 
revision needed to include 7 
Nations and Treaty 13 

• Interest in archaeological 
management, recognizing 
harvesting rights, traditional 
paths and data dating 

• Increased development 
pressures (infrastructure) on 
the environment and 
cumulative impacts, 
including Redside Dace and 
wetlands 

• The Land acknowledgement 
used for the TMP has since 
been revised 

• Identified need for First 
Nations involvement in 
archaeological management 
in processes related to TMP 

• Identified the need to 
preserve and protect natural 
heritage in the TMP 

• Region will identify 
opportunities to work with 
First Nations on future trail 
projects  
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• Opportunities to work 
alongside Indigenous 
communities on fieldwork 
and studies as part of 
process 

• Important for meaningful 
engagement as an ongoing 
process, recognize validity 
of oral information exchange 
in place of an overflow of 
written material, just 
presenting (without 
feedback), or waiting until 
the end stages to engage 

• The Lake to Lake Trail is 
potential interest as 
traditional paths along 
ancestral lands – opportunity 
to tell the story i.e. signs 

• Need to integrate 
Indigenous perspective 
throughout our documents 

• Consideration for including 
First Nations comments into 
the TMP both now and into 
the future 
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2 Mississaugas 
of Scugog 
Island First 
Nation 

Tuesday 
February 
1, 2022 

• Question about the 
preparation of the Land 
Acknowledgement including 
two Nations and then the 
Treaty. To be reviewed 

• On the Cycling Trails 
Network Map, question 
about how it connects with 
the Rouge National Urban 
Park 

• The Carrying Place Trail is 
an ancestral route between 
Lake Ontario up to Lake 
Simcoe, an opportunity to 
tell the story as part of the 
past and living natural 
culture  

• Request for capacity funding 
for consultants/First Nations 
to review the Region’s 
materials. Toronto has taken 
a lead in this field   

• The Land acknowledgement 
used for the TMP has since 
been revised 

• The Region consults with 
partners, including Parks 
Canada, local municipalities, 
etc. It is anticipated the 
South York Greenway will 
be a vital future connection  

• York Region will further 
research the Carrying Place 
Trail 

• York Region had provided 
capacity funding to 
Mississaugas of Scugog 
Island First Nation 

3 Huron-
Wendat 
Nation 

Tuesday 
February 
15, 2022 

• Land acknowledgement 
revision needs to include 
Huron-Wendat Nation 
interests and opportunity 
was not provided for input in 
the past 

• Discussion of YR 
Archaeological Management 
Plan, need for revision of 
policy language and be 
respectful of sites (Teston 
Road Ossuary) 

• The Land acknowledgement 
used for the TMP has since 
been revised 

• Identified need for First 
Nations involvement in 
archaeological management 
in processes related to TMP 

• Identified need for future 
First Nations capacity 
funding 
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• Include Huron-Wendat 
Nation in archaeological 
fieldwork processes 

• Request for capacity 
funding, the equivalent of 
four days of person hours 

• Concern about land 
disturbance with 
infrastructure 

• Question about rapid transit 
network is completed 
through process  

• Consider the number of 
roads and other 
infrastructure to preserve 
natural heritage 

• Discussion about how to 
compel local municipalities 
to follow Region’s 
Archaeological Management 
Plan  

• Police follow procedures and 
need for cultural sensitivities 
around sites of interest (i.e., 
burials) 

• Suggestion the 
Archaeological Management 
Plan can strengthen the 
Official Plan 

• Addressing the transit 
question, the work is a 
combination of projects 
being delivered by the 
province and Region 

• Identified the need to 
preserve and protect natural 
heritage in the TMP 

4 Six Nations of 
the Grand 
River 

Friday, 
February 
18, 2022 

• Draft ROP does not include 
Six Nations, Treaty of 
Albany or Nanfan Treaty  

• Land acknowledgement 
mention of Mississauga of 
Credit First Nation is a 
concern 

• ROP, page 31, note on 
Anishnabek people, need to 
revise text in reference to 

• The Land acknowledgement 
used for the TMP has since 
been revised 

• The term Indigenous 
communities is used in the 
TMP  

• Identified need for First 
Nations involvement in 
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crops, Mississauga, 
Haudenosaunee, Metis, etc. 

• Use “Indigenous Nations” in 
documents 

• Importance needs to be 
placed on development on 
harvesting lands and 
impacts to non-human 
beings in the habitat 

• In the Archaeological 
Management Plan, need to 
recognize role of waterways 
existing prior to European 
settlement 

• “Cultural heritage is the 
land” and should remain 
pristine for future 
generations, the land has 
been part of Indigenous 
culture since the beginning 

• Concerns about Bradford 
Bypass going through 
existing green spaces, 
archaeological and ancestral 
lands. It was asked if the 
Region is involved with this 
project 

• The Bradford Bypass 
creates disruptions and 
displaces Treaty rights and 
hunting rights on their lands 

• Transit was noted as a good 
idea, but it is important to 
invest in safety on transit as 
it excludes many people 

• There are cumulative 
impacts of development that 
need to be addressed 

• Transportation and transit 
need to be integrated and 

archaeological management 
in processes related to TMP 

• Response provided about 
transit, the TMP identifies 
focus areas for further 
exploration and 
recommendations 

• Response provided about 
Bradford Bypass, it is 
recognized as a provincial 
project and contact 
information was provided 

• Identified a number of items 
in the TMP with regards to 
transit, development and 
land uses  
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located not too far from 
employment areas 

• Too low density and it is 
difficult to be served by 
transit and results in sprawl 

• If car travel is more 
attractive and faster, it is 
difficult to provide transit as 
a viable choice 

• Another meeting was 
requested 

4A Six Nations of 
the Grand 
River 

Tuesday, 
March 2, 
2022 

• Six Nations of the Grand 
River receive many requests 
from municipalities for 
Official Plan reviews 

• Need for protection of the 
natural environment and 
water as well as addressing 
climate change, tree canopy, 
replanting of trees, etc. 

• “We need to look after the 
Creator because the Creator 
looks after us” 

• While EAs provide direction, 
the archaeology and the 
protocols in place are 
ignored 

• Question about the Bradford 
Bypass and how to provide 
input. In reply the Region is 
a stakeholder, and the 
Bypass is provincial project 
and Ministry contact names 
were provided 

• ASI noted they were 
involved with the original 
archaeological study for the 
Middle Woodlands site and 

• Identified the need to 
preserve and protect natural 
heritage, consider 
archaeological management 
in the TMP 

• Response provided about 
winter maintenance and 
transportation safety, the 
TMP sets the stage for 
implementing a traveller 
safety plan and operational 
aspects including 
maintenance 

• Consideration for including 
First Nations comments into 
the TMP both now and into 
the future 
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included Stage 1 and would 
provide information  

• A value statement was 
recommended as an 
approach and be analyzed 
aligned with policy 

• Nbisiing Consulting 
emphasized “Respectful, 
meaningful, collaborative” 
integration of Indigenous 
values in the process 

• Winter maintenance and 
safety for transportation 
system are needed for all 
seasons, especially older 
persons and persons with 
disabilities to have travel 
options 

• Need to look at the 
ecological system equally, 
not just humans but plants 
and animals 

• Rivers need to be in a 
“Properly functioning 
condition,” allowed to 
naturally flow and flood 

• Discussion on how to 
integrate more Indigenous 
perspectives, imperative to 
discuss and how to 
implement 

5 Mississaugas 
of the Credit 
First Nation 

Friday, 
March 4, 
2022  

• Land acknowledgement 
(revised), noted York Region 
is located within Treaty 13 
territories should be at the 
beginning 

• A distinction was given 
between Indigenous Nations 
- First Nations that they are 
Treaty Rights holders with 
rights to the land when 

• The Land acknowledgement 
used for the TMP has since 
been revised 

• Identified the need to 
preserve and protect natural 
heritage, consider 
archaeological management 
in the TMP 



  13 

talking about development, 
lands, etc. Indigenous 
Communities are the 
general population that do 
not have Treaty rights and 
term should be avoided 

• Interested in involvement in 
earlier stages of the EA 
process, to review and 
participate in archaeological 
processes  

• Question about new trails 
within York Region.  

• Interest was expressed in 
new trails and the MCFN-
Department of Consultation 
and Accommodation 
(DOCA) can be contacted 

 

• Response provided about 
trails, York Region 
understands the Carrying 
Place Trail are traditional 
travel routes along ancestral 
lands and there is an 
opportunity to identify past 
and present history. Also, 
the Lake to Lake Route 
follows from Lake Ontario to 
Lake Simcoe, with 
Chippewas of Georgina 
Island First Nation. York 
Region will further research 
this trail and contact DOCA 
in the future at the first 
opportunity 

     

6 Mississaugas 
of Scugog 
Island First 
Nation 

Tuesday, 
March 
22, 2022  

• A status update of the TMP 
was provided, including 
going to draft presentation at 
March Council; the next 
TMP PIC #3 on April 2022 
with comments due at the 
end of April; and 
endorsement at June 
Council followed by 
submission to Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation 
and Parks 

• Transportation Operations, 
Public Works provided, 
through Corporate Services, 
the link to the Council 
Report - Transportation 
Master Plan: Please find 
attached the link to the 
Council report which 
includes the Transportation 
Master Plan attachment. 
Committee of the Whole, 

 

 

https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=e69b84d1-2681-4011-b997-300ea325b2ac&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=26&Tab=attachments
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4.3 Written Comments from First Nations 

In April 2022, Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation provided written comments, included in the 
Appendix (page 137) below. The Region provided a consolidated response to these written comments 
on August 18, as part of the Municipal Comprehensive Review process. 

5.  Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (MCEA) 

Public engagement is a requirement for municipal projects conducted within the Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment process as per Approach #1. In fostering a diverse and inclusive planning 
process, it was the intention to reach out to as wide and varied of an audience as possible. As noted, a 
process was identified and communicated to the public and potentially affected persons and 
organizations when and how the master plan is reviewed. 

Approach #1 involves preparation of the master plan document following Phases 1 and 2 of the 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process and is made available to the public for comment 
prior to municipal approval. It should be noted that master plan studies are completed at a broader level 
of assessment. The need and justification for specific projects will be subject to further detailed 
investigations and project-specific consultation.   

As part of the master planning process, public and agency engagement takes place during each study 
phase, especially at the beginning of the Discover Phase (Phase 1) in the TMP study when identifying 
the scope and purpose and at the selection of the preferred set of alternatives. Schedule C projects 
include the requirements of Phase 1, 2, 3 and 4 with consideration of specific items that are beyond the 
scope of the master planning process – specific to projects identified but not the master plan itself.  

The mandatory points of contact includes three for Schedule C:  

1. Within Discover Phase 1, the first mandatory contact with the public and review agencies is to 
inform of the problem or opportunity (purpose statement) and inventories of the natural, social 
and economic environments. This is in addition to potential impacts and issues of local concern. 
 

2. Within Explore Phase 2, the second mandatory contact with the public and review agencies is to 
advise of the completion of the planning process, including identified and evaluated alternative 
solutions to the problem (proposed network maps, focus areas). This assists in the selection of 
the preferred design for the solution as recommended preliminary reference, but not the final 
decision.  
 

3. Within Reveal Phase 3, the third mandatory point of contact is an additional opportunity for 
review and resolution of any outstanding issues. There is a required completion of an 

March 3, 2022 – Item D.2 
Transportation Master Plan. 
It was noted that the 
attachment was a draft final 
and that future TMP Book 
would include photos, etc. 

https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=e69b84d1-2681-4011-b997-300ea325b2ac&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=26&Tab=attachments
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=e69b84d1-2681-4011-b997-300ea325b2ac&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=26&Tab=attachments
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Environmental Study Report (ESR) documenting the entire planning process. This includes the 
issue of a Notice of Completion of the ESR to advise the public and opportunities to review. 

An engagement plan was developed which included: stakeholders and additional requirements, the 
level of engagement, appropriateness of contact means and timing of contact.  

Public notices were published in the local newspapers in separate issues for each of the three phases. 
A mailing list was maintained for all individuals and organizations who provided comment and input.  

The master plan is typically subject to approval by the municipality but does not require approval under 
the Environmental Assessment Act unless conducted as an Individual Environmental Assessment 
(IEA).  

The MCEA requirements were addressed using the following methods:  

Methods of Public Engagement  
Notification  • Notices in newspapers 

• Notices mailed to persons directly 
affected 

• Notices sent to resident associations, 
specified interest groups, etc. 

• Social media 
• Website - www.york.ca/TMP 

Provision of Study Information  • Newsletter 
• Website 

Information Collection/Exchange • Public Information Centres (PICs) 
• Workshops for specific interest or 

community groups, for 
representatives of different groups, 
public and one-to-one meetings 

• Field trip/site visit 
• Telephone calls 
• Personal visits 
• Creation of a public liaison committee 
• Representation on the Study Team 

 

Discover Phase 1: 

The Discover Phase 1 focused on development of the TMP foundations. These included the vision for 
transportation referred to as the TMP purpose statement, the objectives and values serving as guiding 
principles for identifying and assessing transportation initiatives. The first virtual Public Information 
Centre (PIC) was held in July 2021. This work was guided by feedback from residents, business 
owners, travellers, local municipalities, government agency partners and Regional Council members. 
The results were posted on the project webpage.  

1. Notice of Study Commencement 
April 1, 2021 
 

2. Notice of Virtual Public Information Centre #1 
July 1, 2021 

file:///C:/Users/VaderT/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/KLK60EWI/www.york.ca/tmp
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3. Public Information Centre #1 

Number of registrants 335 
Number of attendees 138 
Number of questions and 
comments submitted through 
the Q&A chat 

71 

Menti Responses during PIC 85 
 

4. Public Information Centre #1 Outreach 
 

TMP Webpage • Webpage Views (4,600) 
• Video views (1,200) 

Digital Ads 

• Impressions (10.5 million) - Number of times the message 
appeared on a timeline for sharing and likes 

• Link clicks (12,276) – Number of people who clicked on link to 
Social Pinpoint 

Print Ads • Reach (310,000) 
 

 

5. Public Information Centre #1 Question and Answer Summary 

Questions collected through Mentimeter, a voting application, were answered in a summary posted on 
the TMP webpage. 

 

6. Transportation & Community Values Survey 

Audience Timeline 
Deliverables 
and Number of 
Surveys 

Comments and Key Findings 

Website 
Survey 

April – 
August 
2021 

Survey (284) 

• Website 
• Transportation & Community Values 

Survey  
• Primarily southern York municipalities 

and Aurora, 30% over 65, 73% plan to 
stay for long term, 33% retired, 73% 
private vehicle, 47% prefer using their 
current mode, many would like more 
transit 

 

7. Transportation & Community Values Survey (Target Audiences)  

Audience Timeline 
Deliverables 
and Number of 
Surveys 

Comments 

360 Kids 
Survey 

June 
2021 Survey (3) • Promoted through 360 Kids 

http://www.york.ca/tmp
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YR Forest Trail 
Survey 

June 
2021  Survey (6) 

• Promoted through signage and web 
• Over 5km from trails, 83% use private 

vehicle to access, primarily go alone, go for 
ambiance 

Mobility On-
Request 
Survey 

June 
2021  Survey (0) • Promoted through York Region Transit 

Ontario Works 
Survey 

June 
2021 Survey (40) 

• Promoted through Economic Development 
• Mainly from Southern York and Newmarket, 

35-44 main age, 2/3 female, cost important, 
mainly transit 

Community 
Housing 
Communities  

August 
27, 2021 Survey (44) 

• Promoted through Community Housing 
• Several respondents answered in languages 

other than English, many respondents from 
Georgina (25%), many (32%) over 65, 61% 
female, mainly retired or working at a 
company site, most would prefer mix of 
telecommuting and in the office 

Routes 
Connecting 
Communities  

August 
27, 2021 

Survey (See 
Community 
Housing 
Communities) 

• Promoted through Routes Connecting 
Communities 

• Survey (See above) 

Homeless 
Shelters 
(People with 
Low Income 

August 
27, 2021 Survey (8) 

• Poster and $25 grocery gift card prize draw 
• https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6XW283X 
• Primarily over 55 (87%), male (87%), 

primarily use transit 

Youth (High 
Schools/Post-
Secondary) 

Closed 
August 
20, 2021 

Social media 
campaign, 
Survey (94) 

• Prepare and promote through social media 
campaign 

• Mostly Southern York municipalities, mainly 
private vehicle (38%) or transit (24%), same 
preferences 

Libraries 
Closed 
August 
20, 2021 

Survey (See 
Residents 
Associations) 

• Promote to families and general public 
across Region  

• https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KN9DYNW 
• Overwhelmingly from Southern York 

municipalities, many over 65, over half over 
45, mainly working from home, mix of home 
and office, or from home, 82% travel by 
vehicle, only 46% would like to travel this 
way 

YR 
Accessibility 
Advisory 
Committee 

Closes 
August 
27, 2021 

Survey (2) 
• Promoted through Accessibility Advisory 

Committee 
 

Businesses 
Closes 
August 
27, 2021 

Email blasts, 
survey (73) 

• Promoted through Smart Commute, 
Chambers of Commerce, BIAs, Economic 
Development  

• 21% of respondents are from outside the 
region, most work in healthcare, public 
administration, professional services, 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6XW283X
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KN9DYNW
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manufacturing or educational services, 81% 
are more than 5km from work. 

Residents 
Associations  

Closes 
August 
27, 2021 

Email blasts, 
survey (165) • Promote through families and general public 

  Total: 435  
 

Explore Phase 2: 

The second phase focused on exploring transportation network alternatives and identifying the proposed 
network for 2051, as well as completing the background studies and developing focus areas. The second 
virtual PIC was held in October 2021 and introduced a new interactive mapping tool and ideas wall to 
collect ideas on the future transportation networks and on focus areas for future policies and initiatives. 
Please visit York.ca/TMP for more details. 
 

8. Notice of Virtual Public Information Centre #2 
October 7, 2021 

 

9. Public Information Centre #2 
 
Number of registrants 150 

 

Description Participants Key Findings 

Public 
Information 
Centre #2 

95 

• 36 questions asked via the Q&A Feature 
• Over 70% of residents mentioned it was easy to 

use the social pinpoint map 
• There were 4,879 page views for york.ca/TMP 

since October 5 when we updated and began 
communicating PIC #2 

• A summary of responses to these questions was 
posted on york.ca/TMP after the event 

Interactive 
Mapping Tool 

1266 total 
visits  

391 unique 
users 

Interactive mapping tool responses: 

• 241 comments and four survey response to date 
• Approx. 30% of pins about the cycling network 
• 37% about the transit network 
• 9% about the trail network 
• 12% general comments 
• 12% about the road network 

Ideas Wall 

701 total visits 

199 unique 
users 

 

Ideas wall responses: 

• 132 comments and four survey responses to date 
• 36% of comments about reducing car travel 
• 24% about safety 
• 19% about transportation equity 
• 13% about sustainability 
• 8% about regional corridors 

http://www.york.ca/tmp
http://www.york.ca/TMP
http://www.york.ca/TMP
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10. Public Information Centre #2 Outreach 
 

TMP Webpage 
• Webpage Views (6,000) 
• Webpage Views (7625) (Oct 5, 2021 – Jan 17, 2022) 
• Video views (440) 

Digital Ads 

• Impressions (6.9 million) - Number of times the message 
appeared on a timeline for sharing and likes 

• Link clicks (6,837) – Number of people who clicked on link to Social 
Pinpoint 

Print Ads • Reach (240,000) 
 

Social Media  

• YouTube (359) 
• Facebook (424) 
• Reach (390,000) 
• Engagement (2%) 

 

11. Post – Public Information Centre #2 Social Media Outreach 

Following PIC #2, a social media reminder encouraged users to provide comments. 

Twitter 

• Impression (1,304) – Number of times the message appeared on a 
timeline for sharing and likes 

• Link clicks (19) – Number of people who clicked on link to Social 
Pinpoint 

• Likes (8) 
• Retweets (2) – Sharing of post 

Facebook 

• Reach (1,485) 
• Link clicks (24) – Number of people who clicked on link to Social 

Pinpoint 
• Likes (12) 
• Comments (2) 
• Engagements (55) – Number of reactions, including likes, 

comments and shares, link and video clicks 

 

Reveal Phase 3: 

The third and final stage of the TMP study brought together the long-term vision for York Region’s 
transportation network encompassing strategy, infrastructure and focus areas. The Draft TMP was 
presented to Council for review and consideration in March 2022. The third and final Public Information 
Centre was held virtually on April 21, 2022. The Final Plan was approved in principle by Regional Council 
on June 30, 2022. On July 7, 2022 the TMP was issued to the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks and the public for a 30-day review period. During the review period from July 7, 2022 to August 
8, 2022, residents, local municipalities and government agencies emailed York Region staff and the 
general transportation email inbox. A total of 10 comments were received, including requests for 
clarification, changes to network maps and clarification to the 2022 TMP. Feedback received during the 
review period is addressed in the 2022 TMP and will be brought forward to Council for approval in 
September 2022.  
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12. Notice of Virtual Public Information Centre #3 
April 21, 2022 

 

13. Public Information Centre #3 
 
Number of registrants 417 

 

Description Participants Key Findings 

Public 
Information 
Centre #3 

216 •  Overview presentation of the strategy, 
infrastructure and focus areas 

Question and 
Answer 
Interactive 
Session 

50 
• 160 questions asked via the Q&A Feature 

 
 

Interactive 
Mapping Tool 199 

• 501 total visits 
• 16 liked and 0 dislikes 
• 2.52 minutes average time spent per visit 

 

14. Public Information Centre #3 Outreach 

TMP Webpage • Webpage Views (9173) since April 1st, update and communications 
for PIC #3 

Print Ads • Reach (240,000) 

Social Media  
• YouTube (439) 
• Facebook (348) 
• Twitter (636) 

 

15. Notice of Study Completion and 30-day review period 
July 7, 2022 

TMP Webpage 
• Webpage Views (12,717) from July 7, 2022 to August 9, 2022, 

update and communications for Notice of Study Completion and 
30-day review period 

Print Ads • Reach (240,000) 

Social Media  • Facebook (259) 
• Twitter (304) 
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Appendices: 

1. 2022 Transportation Master Plan Update Notice of Study Commencement 

Click here to view an accessible version. 

 

https://www.york.ca/media/74771/download
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2. 2022 Transportation Master Plan Update Notice of Virtual Public Information Centre #1 

Click here to view an accessible version.  

 

3. 2022 Transportation Master Plan Update Public Information Centre #1 Presentation Slides 

Click here to view a recorded version of the presentation.  

 

https://www.york.ca/media/74776/download
https://youtu.be/NRfGpOVKl7g
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4. Video - Introducing the 2022 Transportation Master Plan  

Click here to watch the video. 

 

https://youtu.be/z0_n1KlDkrw
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5. 2022 Transportation Master Plan Update Public Information Centre #1 survey 

questions and answers 

Click here to view an accessible version. 

  

 

https://www.york.ca/media/103281/download?attachment
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6. Questions and answers from the 2022 Transportation Master Plan Update Public 

Information Centre #1 
Click here to view an accessible version.  

 

https://www.york.ca/media/103271/download?attachment
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7. 2022 Transportation Master Plan Update Notice of Virtual Public Information Centre #2 

Click here to view an accessible version.  

 

8. Virtual Public Information Centre #2 digital advertising on Metroland websites 

 

  

 

 

https://www.york.ca/media/74781/download
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9. Virtual Public Information Centre #2 promotion on social media  

 

10. Promotional Video - 2022 Transportation Master Plan Update Public Information 

Centre #2  

Click here to watch the video. 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/9xq7nAKh2Ps
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11. 2022 Transportation Master Plan Update Public Information Centre #2 Presentation Slides 

Click here to view a recorded version of the presentation.  

Click here to view an accessible version of the presentation slide deck. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/utGFuJkNEyU
https://www.york.ca/resource/tmp-publc-information-centre-2-presentation-deck
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12. Questions and answers from the 2022 Transportation Master Plan Update Public 

Information Centre #2 
Click here to view an accessible version. 

 

 

https://www.york.ca/resource/questions-and-answers-received-during-tmp-public-information-centre-2
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13. Video – Learn how to use the Interactive Community Engagement Mapping Tool 

Click here to watch the video. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/3mokxWqStuQ
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14. Questions and answers received from the online mapping tool 
Click here to view an accessible version. 

 

https://www.york.ca/resource/questions-and-answers-about-tmp-online-mapping-tool
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15. 2022 Transportation Master Plan Update Notice of Virtual Public Information Centre #3 

Click here to view an accessible version.  

 

16. Promotional Video - 2022 Transportation Master Plan Update Public Information 

Centre #3  

Click here to watch the video. 

 

https://www.york.ca/media/107196/download?attachment
https://youtu.be/owgMpjWhTgo
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17. 2022 Transportation Master Plan Update Public Information Centre #3 Presentation Slides 

Click here to view a recorded version of the presentation.  

Click here to view an accessible version of the presentation slide deck. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/AB0rcpMxtWQ
https://www.york.ca/media/104641
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18. Draft Official Plan, Water Wastewater Master Plan and Transportation Master Plan Updates 

- Presentation slides to First Nations 
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19. Questions and answers from the 2022 Transportation Master Plan Update Public 

Information Centre #3 
Click here to view an accessible version. 

 

https://www.york.ca/media/106436/download?attachment
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20. Notice of Study Commencement Letter 
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21. Notice of Public Information Centre #1 – Email sent to First Nations and Indigenous 

Communities as noted in section 4: 
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22. Notice of Public Information Centre #2 – Email sent to First Nations and Indigenous 

Communities as noted in section 4: 
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23. Notice of Public Information Centre #3 – Email sent to First Nations and Indigenous 

Communities as noted in section 4: 
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24. Technical briefing document to First Nations 
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25. Written Comments from Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation 
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26. Letter from York Region to MSIFN responding to comments regarding the 2022 Draft 

York Region Official Plan, Draft Water and Wastewater Master Plan and Draft 

Transportation Master Plan Updates 

 

August 18, 2022 
 
Monica Sanford 
Community Consultation Administrative Assistant 
Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation 
22521 Island Road, Port Perry, ON L9L 1B6 
msanford@scugogfirstnation.com  

(BY EMAIL ONLY) 

RE: York Region Response to Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation Comments Regarding 
the 2022 Draft York Region Official Plan, Draft Water and Wastewater Master Plan and Draft 
Transportation Master Plan Updates 

 

Dear Ms. Sanford, 

Thank you for sharing your comments and perspective; Region staff appreciate every opportunity to 
learn from Indigenous peoples and Indigenous communities.  

York Region is pleased to respond to comments provided on behalf of the Mississaugas of Scugog 
Island First Nation (MSIFN) regarding the 2022 Draft York Region Official Plan, Draft Water and 
Wastewater Master Plan and Draft Transportation Master Plan, dated April 28, 2022. In addition to the 
following information, York Region’s response to comments received is outlined in Tables 1-3 following 
this letter.  

Region staff note that a number of comments relate to the Upper York Sewage Solutions Individual 
Environmental Assessment (UYSS EA), which is subject to the York Region Wastewater Act, 2021. 
This Act puts a hold on the UYSS EA approval process and prevents any further action being taken by 
York Region to advance this project and seeks to limit the Province’s liability for taking these steps. As 
the UYSS EA is still before the Province waiting for a decision, responses to any UYSS-related 
comments are deferred to the Provincial process. Comments have been shared with the appropriate 
Regional staff for consideration.  

A copy of MSIFN’s comments with Regional staff responses, have also been shared with the Province 
by way of the Master Plan submission packages to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and 
Parks and Regional Official Plan Adoption package to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing.    

Engagement and consultation with Indigenous communities is a key component for the successful 
delivery of the 2022 York Region Official Plan, 2022 Water and Wastewater Master Plan and 2022 
Transportation Master Plan.  Further information and updates regarding the Plans can be found here:  

• Transportation Master Plan at york.ca/tmp  
• Regional Council Adopted York Region Official Plan at york.ca/haveyoursay  

mailto:msanford@scugogfirstnation.com
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/s21032
http://www.york.ca/tmp
http://www.york.ca/haveyoursay
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• Water and Wastewater Master Plan at york.ca/waterplan 

Region staff would like to thank MSIFN for their participation throughout these projects and look forward 
to continuing conversations as servicing strategies, transportation studies, future project environmental 
assessments and land-use policies are implemented.   
 

Please do not hesitate to reach out should you have any questions.  

Sincerely,   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tracey Carrigan  
Master Plan Advisor/Manager  
System Sustainability 
Management 
Public Works  
York Region  
Tracey.Carrigan@york.ca  

Teresa Cline 
Manager 
Long Range Planning 
Corporate Services  
York Region  
Teresa.Cline@york.ca  

Lauren Crawford   
Manager  
Transportation Long-Term Planning 
Public Works 
York Region  
Lauren.Crawford@york.ca  

http://www.york.ca/waterplan
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27. MSIFN comments regarding the 2022 Transportation Master Plan and York Region responses 

Items in Mississaugas of Scugog 
Island First Nation (MSIFN) Letter 

Transportation Master Plan 
Reference Text 

York Region Response 
  

Indigenous communities are often 
underserved by transit infrastructure, 
and on-request services may not be a 
reliable option for all people. Any 
upgrades proposed to services in low-
density areas should be completed in a 
collaborative manner that facilitates 
better servicing to First Nation reserve 
lands within York Region. 

Section 1.3.3. (A3.3) The network is 
becoming more coordinated, connected 
and focused. 
 “In low-density areas, communities with 
the least population, on-request transit 
services are the most suitable. Cycle 
tracks and trails are more oriented to 
recreational use and travel by car for 
longer trips is more frequently used.” 
  

The Transportation Master Plan recommends 
infrastructure improvements over the next 30 
years.  Changes to transit service routes and 
standards are coordinated through our annual 
transit service planning process.  This 
process is now underway and seeking input.   
 
We welcome you to provide your feedback as 
part of York Region Transit’s annual plan 
consultation at yrt.ca/transitplan. 

While it is appreciated that the Region 
is shifting toward the use of electric 
vehicles, with plans to commit fully by 
2051, the actions listed in the TMP 
should more accurately reflect the 
urgent nature of climate change and its 
disproportionate affects on Indigenous 
communities. Any emission reduction 
targets should be revised to align with 
IPCC reductions of nearly 50% by 
2030, and net zero by 2050 to limit 
global heating to 1.5 degrees Celsius 
[1]. 

Section 2.2.3. (B2.3) Climate change 
actions.  
“In December 2020, York Regional 
Council endorsed plans to phase out 
fossil-fuel-powered vehicles by 2051 in 
both transit and corporate fleets. By the 
end of 2021, the Region had bought and 
deployed 12 electric buses. Since 2013, 
the corporate fleet of almost 400 
vehicles has added hybrid and fully 
electric sedans and SUVs. The 
expectation is that electric versions of 
other vehicle types, like snowplows, will 
become available in the future.” 
  

York Region’s Energy Conservation and 
Demand Management Plan identifies ways to 
reduce GHG emissions through regional 
energy use.  One objective of this plan is to 
position York Region to achieve its long-term 
aspirational goal of net-zero carbon 
emissions by 2050.  The conversion of 
regional fleet of vehicles to electric is just one 
of many initiatives to help achieve this 
objective. 
The TMP has been updated to identify the 
Region’s short-term goal to convert fleet 
automobiles to GHG emissions-free 
technology by 2030. 

MSIFN would appreciate the 
opportunity to work in partnership with 
the Region on design and/or 
management related to natural 
heritage, potentially including the forest 

Section 2.2.4. (B.2.4) Protecting and 
enhancing the natural environment. 
 “Another element of the Greening 
Strategy is to create natural heritage trail 
links to help extend the active 

The reference to 'stakeholders' in this section 
refers to funding partners as trail networks 
are typically constructed by local 
municipalities, conservation authorities and 
trail management groups. As such, the 

https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=4740#:~:text=The%202019%20Energy%20Conservation%20and,Region%20as%20an%20environmental%20leader.
https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=4740#:~:text=The%202019%20Energy%20Conservation%20and,Region%20as%20an%20environmental%20leader.
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tracks and trails mentioned. Other 
Williams Treaties First Nations 
(WTFNs) should be invited to 
participate as well. 
This point should be modified to 
include Indigenous communities, along 
with local municipalities and other 
stakeholders. Suggested amendment: 
“The Region is working in partnership 
with local municipalities, Indigenous 
communities, and other stakeholders to 
create links among all natural trails, 
also a goal of this update” 

transportation network of pathways and 
trails. The Region owns and manages 
the 2,500 hectares made up of 24 forest 
tracts, which offer more than 150 
kilometres of public trails. The Region is 
working in partnership with local 
municipalities and other stakeholders to 
create links among all natural trails, also 
a goal of this update.” 
  
  

reference to Indigenous communities has not 
been added to section 2.2.4 (now B2.4). 
However, the TMP has been revised to 
include specific references to Indigenous 
communities in the following sections:  
• B2.5 - Collaboration and partnerships: York 
Region works with internal partners, such as 
Public Health and York Regional Police, local 
municipalities, school boards, Indigenous 
communities, and other external partners to 
support a Regional transportation system that 
is safe, accessible and equitable. 
• C2 - Consultation and engagement were 
key elements in updating the TMP: The 
Region engaged with a diverse and inclusive 
range of travellers, Indigenous communities, 
residents, community partners, stakeholders 
and other interested parties in updating the 
TMP. 
• C3 - Engagement with Indigenous 
communities was coordinated through the 
Municipal Comprehensive Review process 
with a consultant and Indigenous facilitator to 
acknowledge and develop long-term 
relationships, while recognizing the 
importance of the natural environment, land 
and culture of Indigenous communities. 
  

Natural heritage features are of great 
importance to MSIFN, especially in 
relation to the Oak Ridges Moraine, the 
Greenbelt, and the headwaters, 
watercourses, wetlands and 
waterbodies that are in need of the 

Section 2.2.4. (B2.4) Protecting and 
enhancing the natural environment.  
“In evaluating potential road and transit 
projects, the Region takes into 
consideration natural heritage features, 
such as the Oak Ridges Moraine, the 

As described in section C1 (The Plan 
followed recommended processes), the 
provincial Environmental Assessment Act 
provides a streamlined approval process, 
called the municipal class environmental 
assessment, for projects that are similar in 
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most protection. Emphasis on the 
protection of natural heritage should be 
included and ensured through the plan, 
any transportation infrastructure 
recommended should be made to 
avoid these sensitive areas. In 
addition, where ecosystem restoration 
or improvement is completed, York 
Region should look to make native 
plantings a requirement. 

Greenbelt and numerous lakes, 
watercourses, wetlands, woodlots and 
woodlands, agriculture and source water 
areas. Enhancement of natural features 
is completed where possible. For 
example, projects often involve 
improving watercourses like streams 
and rivers, planting trees and other 
landscaping along boulevards.” 
  

nature, are carried out routinely, have a 
predictable range of environmental effects 
and respond to mitigating measures. The 
Region’s transportation projects are typically 
completed under this framework. 
Section B2.4 (formally 2.2.4.) has also been 
revised to identify that York Region has many 
natural heritage features including the 
Greenbelt, Lake Simcoe Protection Plan area 
and numerous Areas of Natural and Scientific 
Interest (ANSI), Environmentally Sensitive 
Areas (ESA), lakes, watercourses, wetlands 
and woodlots. 
  
A new map has also been included that 
identifies the Oak Ridges Moraine, Greenbelt, 
and Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest in 
York Region and recognition that further 
maps showing the Regional Greenlands 
System, key hydrologic features, woodlands, 
wellhead protection areas, Oak Ridges 
Moraine aquifer vulnerability areas and 
watershed boundaries as well as agricultural 
and rural areas are included in the York 
Region Official Plan and were referenced in 
the development of this TMP. 
 
The 2022 TMP includes a focus area on fiscal 
and environmental sustainability, as areas 
that require further exploration and 
recommendations. One element of this focus 
area is to consider the natural heritage 
features as well as agricultural and rural 
lands to mitigate any negative impacts where 
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possible and constructing context sensitive 
mitigation solutions. 

This policy should be modified to 
include Indigenous Nations as 
important partners in sustainable 
regional growth, especially if the 
transportation system is to be safe, 
accessible, and equitable for all. 
Suggested amendment: “York Region 
works with internal partners, such as 
Public Health and York Regional 
Police, local municipalities, Indigenous 
communities, school boards and other 
external partners to support a Regional 
transportation system that is safe, 
accessible and equitable.” 

Section 2.2.5. (B2.5) Collaboration and 
partnerships.  
“York Region works with internal 
partners, such as Public Health and 
York Regional Police, local 
municipalities, school boards and other 
external partners to support a Regional 
transportation system that is safe, 
accessible and equitable.” 
  
  

The TMP has been revised to include specific 
references to Indigenous communities in the 
following section:  
• B2.5 (formerly 2.2.5) - Collaboration and 
partnerships: York Region works with internal 
partners such as Public Health and York 
Regional Police and with local municipalities, 
school boards, Indigenous communities and 
other external partners to support a Regional 
transportation system that is safe, accessible 
and equitable. 
  

Further to the above comment, the 
Plan should specifically mention 
Indigenous Nations as key rights-
holders in consultation and 
engagement. Williams Treaties First 
Nations hold rights across York 
Region, and this should be mentioned 
throughout the plan. 

Section 3.2. (C2) Consultation and 
engagement were key.  
“The Region engaged with a diverse and 
inclusive range of travellers, residents, 
community partners and other interested 
parties in updating the Transportation 
Master Plan.” 
  

The TMP has been revised to include specific 
references to Indigenous communities in the 
following sections: 
• B2.5 - Collaboration and partnerships: York 
region works with ... Indigenous communities 
and other external partners to support a 
Regional transportation system that is safe, 
accessible and equitable. 
• C2 (formerly 3.2) - Consultation and 
engagement were key elements in updating 
the TMP: The Region consulted and engaged 
with a diverse and inclusive range of 
travellers, residents, Indigenous communities, 
community partners, stakeholders and other 
interested parties in updating the TMP. 
• C3 (new) Indigenous communities 
engagement: Engagement with Indigenous 
communities was coordinated through the 
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Municipal Comprehensive Review process to 
update the Regional Official Plan and 
Transportation and Water and Wastewater 
master plans. 

While MSIFN agrees that large projects 
are needed to serve future growth in 
the Region, it is important that these 
projects are planned with thorough 
consideration for the environment and 
proper consent from Indigenous 
Nations. Beyond financially 
sustainable, this point should be 
amended to include the importance of 
environmental sustainability, 
reciprocity, and Indigenous 
consultation in major projects. 

Section 3.3. (C5) Approach to planning 
has evolved. 
 “Advocate for the big projects the 
Region needs. This plan identifies all 
projects needed to serve future growth, 
while at the same time, it must be 
financially sustainable. The Region 
cannot independently fund several major 
projects discussed in this plan, including 
Regional interchanges with new, 
expanded or upgraded 400-series 
highways, the remaining portion of the 
bus rapid transit network, further subway 
extensions and complex projects to 
close gaps on Teston and Langstaff 
roads. These projects benefit not just 
the Region, but the economy of Ontario 
as a whole.” 

The 2022 TMP includes a focus area on fiscal 
and environmental sustainability, as areas 
that require further exploration and 
recommendations. Environmental 
sustainability was a key theme we heard 
throughout the engagement process and 
references are woven throughout the TMP.  
The 2022 TMP also includes a section on 
engagement with Indigenous communities 
(C3). This section includes reference to 
taking a "more proactive approach to 
involving communities in projects and 
initiatives at the outset allowing time for 
meaningful engagement and input" and 
"Implementation of projects identified in the 
Master Plan... will follow applicable regulatory 
requirements to consult and engage 
communities with Aboriginal or treaty rights." 

There is an opportunity for York Region 
to form economic partnerships with 
local Indigenous Nations and rights 
holders, and provide procurement 
opportunities as a form of economic 
reconciliation. To quote from Carol-
Anne Hilton’s book Indigenomics: 
Taking a Seat at the Economic Table: 
 “It is time to pay attention to this 
evolving, emerging Indigenous 
economy and the quality of the 
Indigenous economic relationship. This 

Section 3.3. (C5) Approach to planning 
has evolved. 
 “Seek out and respond to opportunities. 
Respond to federal and provincial 
funding opportunities and explore public-
private partnership opportunities. 
Potential public-private partnership 
opportunities include transit-oriented 
development around major transit hubs 
and new developments” 

The Transportation Master plan is a study to 
determine transportation needs across York 
Region. Although the Master Plan identifies 
transportation and infrastructure planning 
projects across the Region and refers to 
provincial requirements related to transit-
oriented land use policies, approval of these 
projects is subject to the Region’s 
procurement policies. Transit-Oriented 
Development projects are being led by the 
Province and are typically constructed by 
private sector developers to meet provincial 
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emergence is happening now, and it is 
happening globally. This is the global 
power shift. It is time.” 
 MSIFN and other Williams Treaties 
First Nations should be provided the 
opportunity to participate in transit-
oriented economic opportunities in 
York Region. 

planning objectives. York Region encourages 
Indigenous owned companies and 
businesses to actively explore economic 
opportunities that are part of these 
developments.  
  
Related specifically to the TMP, York Region 
commits that staff will consult and engage 
with Indigenous communities on 
transportation planning studies and 
Environmental Assessment (EA) projects to 
support transportation priorities in Indigenous 
communities. 
  
As we continue to seek to improve 
relationships with Indigenous Communities, 
we are open to further discussions and can 
facilitate where possible.  
 

Recognizing that Highway 413 and the 
Bradford Bypass are both currently 
only proposed projects, the Region 
should be required to also consider the 
possibility that these projects do not 
occur. MSIFN asks that the 
Transportation Master Plan consider all 
potential situations, and not plan 
around projects that have yet to be 
approved. 

Section 5.2. (E2) Testing options.  
“Plans for new roads include Highway 
413 (Greater Toronto Area West 
corridor), which would cross the City of 
Vaughan from Peel Region to Highway 
400, and a bypass that would connect 
Highway 404 to Highway 400 
(commonly referred to as the Bradford 
Bypass) in the north. The impacts of 
these projects on the Regional road 
network were considered during the 
planning process” 

The 2022 TMP relied on planned road and 
transit projects identified by the Province in 
the Greater Golden Horseshoe (GGH) 
Transportation Plan and the 2041 Regional 
Transportation Plan when developing the 
recommended 2051 network. The Municipal 
Class Environmental Assessment requires 
the TMP to be reviewed at least every five 
years. York Region recognizes that both 
Highway 413 and Bradford Bypass are 
subject to ongoing planning by the Province. 
Subsequent updates to the TMP will consider 
the status of these projects and 
recommended infrastructure at that time. 

 



  150 

28. MSIFN comments regarding the 2022 Water and Wastewater Master Plan and York Region responses 

 Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation 
Comment 

York Region Response 

ID 
# 

Overarching comments 

1 MSIFN acknowledges the commitment York Region staff 
will continue to work with the Province, Durham Region 
and affected Indigenous communities to determine an 
implementable solution to long-term servicing needs for 
the Towns of Aurora, Newmarket and East Gwillimbury.  
 

Thank you for your comment. 

2 MSIFN and other First Nations have spiritual 
connections to Lake Simcoe, Lake Ontario, and the 
water bodies and waterways across the Williams 
Treaties First Nations treaty lands. MSIFN and other 
First Nations have beliefs that require that the lakes, 
water bodies and waterways must not be polluted, or 
they will be damaged as living beings. MSIFN asks York 
Region to include a statement to this effect in York 
Region’s Water and Wastewater Masterplan.  
 

Thank you for sharing. The following statements related 
to MSIFN’s comments have been included in the Water 
and Wastewater Master Plan: 
 
“For Indigenous peoples, water is viewed as more than 
just a valuable resource, and is recognized as a sacred 
gift, the lifeblood of the Earth that connects all living 
things. In many Indigenous communities, women are 
recognized as the keepers of the waters, who teach the 
importance of responsible stewardship of land and 
water.” - Page 24 
 
“York Region acknowledges the relationship Indigenous 
communities have with the natural environment and 
acknowledges the central importance of water in the 
culture and lives of Indigenous people. York Region is 
committed to sustainable management and use of 
water and protection of the natural environment not only 
in the present, but also over the long term for future 
generations by:  
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- Sharing the importance of water and continued need 
for conservation and stewardship within its communities  
-Continuing to deliver high quality water and wastewater 
services” - Page 25 

3 For significant proposed water and wastewater projects 
necessary to address the Province’s Growth Plan for the 
Greater Golden Horseshoe, MSIFN unequivocally 
supports the application of Individual Environmental 
Assessments and/or federal Impact Assessments and/or 
federal Regional Assessments with rigorous and 
extensive scientific study, incorporation of Indigenous 
knowledge, and consultation with Indigenous 
governments and communities, other government 
agencies and the public.  
 

Thank you for your comment.  Acknowledged. 

4 MSIFN seeks a commitment from York Region that 
should the UYSS be approved, that York Region would 
subject any expansion of the UYSS to an Individual 
Environmental Assessment, and consult with potentially 
impacted First Nations.  
 

York Region thanks MSIFN for all their comments 
relating to the Upper York Sewage Solutions Individual 
Environmental Assessment. The Region has completed 
the environmental assessment for this project and the 
approval process is currently on hold as a result of the 
York Region Wastewater Act, 2021. All comments on 
the Upper York Environmental Assessment have been 
relayed to appropriate Regional staff for consideration.  

 In reference to WWMP Open House 3 Summary 
Report 

5 MSIFN acknowledges the commitment York Region staff 
will continue to work with the Province, Durham Region 
and affected Indigenous communities to determine an 
implementable solution to long-term servicing needs for 
the Towns of Aurora, Newmarket and East Gwillimbury.  
 

Thank you for your comment. 

6 MSIFN and other First Nations have spiritual 
connections to Lake Simcoe, Lake Ontario, and the 

Thank you for your comment. See response to 
comment 2.  
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waterbodies and waterways across the Williams Treaties 
First Nations treaty lands. MSIFN and other First Nations 
have beliefs that require that the lakes, waterbodies and 
waterways must not be polluted, or they will be damaged 
as living beings. MSIFN asks York Region to include a 
statement to this effect in York Region’s Water and 
Wastewater Masterplan.  
 

7 MSIFN supports a future Upper York sewage solution 
that will see the Holland Landing Lagoons 
decommissioned, thereby eliminating settling pond 
discharge to the Holland River. Additionally, MSIFN 
supports Georgina Island First Nation’s objective to see 
the Holland Landing Lagoons decommissioned.  
 

Thank you for your comment. Decommissioning of the 
Lagoons is planned as part of the 2022 Water and 
Wastewater Master Plan.  

8 MSIFN is concerned with the phosphorous loading that 
would occur if the Upper York Sewage Solutions 
Individual Environmental Assessment (UYSS EA) is 
approved. Excess phosphorus loading will have 
additional negative impacts on fish and other aquatic 
species. MSIFN shares the concerns of Georgina Island 
First Nation regarding phosphorus loading from the 
proposed UYSS and the related Project-Specific 
Phosphorus Off-setting Program.  
 

Thank you for your comment. See response to 
comment 4. 

9 MSIFN is concerned that if the UYSS EA is approved, 
York Region would be permitted to expand the UYSS to 
higher volumes, potentially without undertaking rigorous 
environmental assessment that includes consultation 
with potentially impacted First Nations. MSIFN 
understands that an approved UYSS can be expanded 
in compliance with the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan, 
potentially bypassing further environmental assessment. 

Thank you for your comment. See response to 
comment 4. 
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MSIFN seeks a commitment from York Region that 
should the UYSS be approved, that York Region would 
subject any expansion of the UYSS to an Individual 
Environmental Assessment, and  
consult with potentially impacted First Nations.  
 

10 MSIFN is concerned that the UYSS EA did not deal with 
pharmaceuticals, microplastics or personal care 
products. These contaminants may have impacts on fish 
and fish habitat, resulting in the death of fish and the 
harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of fish habitat 
("HADD") in contravention of the federal Fisheries Act. 
Should the UYSS EA be approved, MSIFN will be 
seeking confirmation from Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada that fish and fish habitat will be protected from 
the impacts of pharmaceuticals, microplastics and 
personal care products.  
 

Thank you for your comment. See response to 
comment 4. 

 In reference to Report of the Commissioner of Environmental Services, Corporate Services and Chief 
Planner, 2021 Servicing Capacity Assignment Status Update, Dated September 8, 2021 

11 This staff report states that the Upper York Sewage 
Solutions Individual Environmental Assessment, “the 
most rigorous and scrutinized environmental 
assessment possible” was a Province of Ontario 
decision “forcing the Region into this unprecedented 
level of assessment, supporting already approved 
growth.”  
 
For significant proposed water and wastewater projects 
necessary to address the Province’s Growth Plan for the 
Greater Golden Horseshoe, MSIFN unequivocally 
supports the application of Individual Environmental 
Assessments and/or federal Impact Assessments and/or 

 Thank you for your comment.  
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federal Regional Assessments with rigorous and 
extensive scientific study, incorporation of Indigenous 
knowledge, and consultation with Indigenous 
governments and communities, other government 
agencies and the public. MSIFN understands York 
Region staff’s disappointment with the Province’s York 
Region Wastewater Act, 2021 which puts a hold on any 
decision on the Upper York Sewage Solutions 
Environmental Assessment. MSIFN will continue to 
advocate for the highest level of provincial and/or federal 
impact assessment for significant water and wastewater 
projects within the Williams Treaties First Nations treaty 
lands.  
 

12 MSIFN agrees with York Region staff’s assessment that 
the increase in Ministerial Zoning Orders (MZOs) in the 
last year need to be comprehensively planned to ensure 
alignment with infrastructure. MSIFN also agrees with 
York Region staff that MZOs are sometimes approved 
without appropriate input, including local, regional and 
Indigenous government input, or regard for impacts 
these unplanned developments may have on 
infrastructure. MSIFN is also concerned that MZOs often 
do not provide opportunities for fulsome assessment of 
environmental impacts and impacts on treaty rights. 
MSIFN recommends direct engagement with York 
Region staff and elected officials, and Ontario, on future 
MZOs with respect to impacts on infrastructure, the 
environment and treaty rights.  
 

Thank you for your comment. This comment has been 
shared with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing and Ministry of Environment, Conservation and 
Parks. 

13 York Region staff will provide York Region Council with 
the next multi-year capacity assignment report in 2023. 
The 2023 assignment will consider the adopted Official 

Council reports are public documents and are readily 
available at www.york.ca This request has been shared 
with the appropriate York Region staff to be shared at 

http://www.york.ca/
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Plan growth distribution, scope of works and timing for 
the Upper York Water Reclamation Centre, Duffin Creek 
Outfall project, major infrastructure identified in the 
Water and Wastewater Master Plan, unused capacity in 
each municipality and the Fiscal Strategy.  
 
MSIFN requests that York Region staff provide the 2023 
multi-year capacity assignment report to MSIFN for 
review and comment.  
 

the time of publication on the council agenda. Aside 
from Council and municipal staff input, the assignment 
is typically for information purposes only and does not 
follow a public consultative process. 

 In reference to York Region Waste Water Advisory Panel Engagement Request Letter, February 18, 2022 
14 On April 21, 2022, MSIFN provide the following 

comments in response to the letter provided regarding 
the York Region Wastewater Advisory Panel:  
 
MSIFN’s level of interest is in the work of the York 
Region Wastewater Advisory Panel is high. Best 
methods for engaging MSIFN include the use the 
consultation email address 
(consultation@scugogfirstnation.com), copying Chief 
LaRocca, and meetings with the Consultation 
Department (Zoom preferred at this point) to engage, 
and provide relevant reports/documents for providing 
comments. The Panel should also provide First Nations 
with reasonable capacity funding to meaningfully 
participate and comment.  
MSIFN wishes to provide comments on all aspects of the 
Panel’s work, including but not limited to the need for the 
undertaking, assessment of the alternatives, evaluation 
criteria, comments on the recommended alternative, 
impact of the recommended alternative, adequacy of 
consultation and engagement and any health, social, 

The Province is governing the Panel mandate, 
discussions and interactions. York Region thanks 
MSIFN for their participation in the York Region 
Wastewater Advisory Panel engagement and has 
shared this information with the Province for its 
consideration.  

mailto:consultation@scugogfirstnation.com
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environmental, natural and cultural issues are to be 
considered.  
MSIFN notes that a possible alternative to the Upper 
York Sewage System (UYSS) is a twinning or expansion 
of the York-Durham Sewage System, and related 
twinning or expansion of the Duffin Creek Water 
Pollution Control Plant (WPCP) – or a similar alternative 
to take wastewater to Lake Ontario. MSIFN’s rights and 
interests will be significantly impacted by such an 
alternative.  
MSIFN notes that population growth in Upper York 
Region is a key factor in determining a solution for 
wastewater treatment and discharge – as such, 
understanding and documenting realistic scenarios for 
population growth are key to the Panel’s work  
MSIFN recommends that in future communications the 
Panel provide maps that identify both the UYSS project 
footprint and discharge point AND the YDDS system, 
WWTP and discharge point  
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29. MSIFN comments regarding the 2022 Draft York Region Official Plan and York Region comments 

York Region 
Official Plan 

Chapter 

Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation 
Comment 

York Region Response 

Land 
Acknowledgement  

Treaty territories of all the Williams Treaties First 
Nations should be mentioned here.  The addition of 
following Land Acknowledgement is suggested: 
 “We would like to acknowledge that many Indigenous 
Nations have longstanding relationships, both historic 
and modern, with the territories upon which we are 
located. Today, this area is home to many Indigenous 
peoples from across North America. We acknowledge 
that the York Region forms a part of the traditional and 
treaty territory of the Mississaugas of Scugog Island 
First Nation, The Mississauga Nation. It is on these 
ancestral and treaty lands that we live. To honour this 
legacy, York Region commits to being stewards of the 
natural environment and undertakes to make 
protection of these lands a priority.” 

York Region’s Land Acknowledgement has 
been updated to reference the William 
Treaties First Nations. See Page 5 in the 
Adopted York Region Official Plan 2022. 

1 Relating to goal number 3, it is important to focus on 
the need to sustain the natural environment for all 
relatives, not only humans. This point could be 
amended as follows: 
 “To protect and enhance the natural environment for 
current and future generations so that it will sustain life, 
maintain health and provide a high quality of life for all 
living beings” 

Thank you for your comment. This goal was 
intentionally left open-ended so that 'high 
quality of life' can encompass the life of all 
living beings. See Page 8 in the Adopted York 
Region Official Plan 2022. 
 
 

2 Appreciative of the Region’s focus on affordable 
housing. Encourage the Region to consider 
partnerships with Indigenous housing agencies to 
ensure that culturally appropriate supports are 
available for community members that may be seeking 
affordable housing. Additionally, policies related to 
affordable housing should be focused on ensuring that 
this housing exists in perpetuity. 

This comment has been shared with York 
Region staff responsible for the Affordable 
Housing Implementation Plan. See Page 25 in 
the Adopted York Region Official Plan 2022. 
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2 This policy should be modified to recognize that 
Indigenous Nations are important partners in 
sustainable Regional growth, including the building of 
complete communities. A suggestion follows: 
 2.2.7 To continue to recognize the role of partners in 
building communities and to encourage greater 
coordination and information exchange with local 
municipalities, the development industry, conservation 
authorities, Indigenous communities and other 
interested stakeholders. 

Policy revisions have been made in response 
to this comment. Policy 2.2.7 and 2.2.8 have 
been combined and revised to include 
Indigenous communities (new 2.2.6). See 
Page 17 in the Adopted York Region Official 
Plan 2022. 
 
 

2 As noted above, the important role of Indigenous 
Nations has not been recognized in this policy. This 
language must be changed to include Indigenous 
Nations, who hold rights and interests throughout the 
Region. 
 As suggested above, this policy could be revised as 
follows. This language should be carried throughout 
the plan: 2.2.8 To work with local municipalities, the 
development industry, conservation authorities, 
Indigenous communities, and other stakeholders to 
ensure: 

Policy revisions have been made in response 
to this comment. Policy 2.2.7 and 2.2.8 have 
been combined and revised to include 
Indigenous communities (new 2.2.6).  See 
Page 17 in the Adopted York Region Official 
Plan 2022. 
 

2 Supportive of the increase of tree canopy, but 
encourages the Region to include a caveat in this 
policy that the goal is to increase the native tree 
canopy, thereby helping to restore natural heritage. A 
requirement for native planting should be carried 
throughout the ROP.   

This comment has been shared with York 
Region Forestry staff. 

2 Can the Region please clarify why only targets for net 
zero by 2051 are included, when drastic emissions 
reductions are needed by 2030? Since this ROP is 
currently undergoing revision, documents like the IPCC 
Sixth Assessment Reports should be considered and 
evidence-based targets should be adopted with the 
required urgency. 

York Region is currently finalizing a Climate 
Change Action Plan and Community Energy 
and Emissions Plan. Interim targets will be 
identified as this work is finalized and 
integrated into the York Region Official Plan, if 
necessary. 
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2 We appreciate the Region’s support for low carbon 
energy alternatives, but would like to note that 
methane emissions must also be considered and 
greatly reduced. The federal government has put forth 
an at least 75% methane emissions reduction target by 
2030. This will require action from all levels of 
government to achieve. 
 Methane is a potent greenhouse gas that has already 
led to warming that Williams Treaties First Nations 
members have noted as having a noticeable affect on 
activities like hunting and fishing. Rapid climate action 
by settler governments is critical for reconciliation. 

This comment has been shared with York 
Region staff working on the Community 
Energy and Emissions Plan.  

2 As noted in previous comments, this policy is not 
inclusive of Indigenous communities. At minimum, this 
should be updated to state “Indigenous rightsholders, 
community stakeholders. 
  

Policy revisions have been made in response 
to this comment. Policy 2.3.23 has been 
revised to include Indigenous communities. 
See Page 23 in the Adopted York Region 
Official Plan 2022. 

2 Please reference the previous comment regarding the 
need to include Indigenous communities as a separate 
entity. As these are rights-holding communities, the 
grouping of “stakeholder” is not sufficient. Please carry 
this change throughout the ROP. 

Policy revisions have been made in response 
to this comment.  Policy 2.3.25 and 2.3.27 
have been revised to include Indigenous 
communities. See Page 23 in the Adopted 
York Region Official Plan 2022. 

2 The “may” in this statement is not in alignment with up-
to-date climate change understanding, both from an 
Indigenous knowledge and western science 
perspective. There is consensus that climate change 
does increase risks associated with natural hazards, 
which disproportionately affects vulnerable 
communities and those that have contributed the least 
to climate change – including Indigenous communities. 

Thank you for your comment. We have used 
‘may’ to reflect uncertainty around where and 
how impacts will occur.  York Regio is also in 
the process of finalizing a Climate Change 
Action Plan that provides further detail in what 
is being done to mitigate and adapt to climate 
change.  
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2 With these policies [2.3.3.7 and 2.3.3.8] Now 2.3.51 
and 2.3.52, York Region holds an opportunity to lead 
on economic reconciliation with Indigenous 
Communities. We recommend the addition of an 
economic development policy that reflects the need for 
economic reconciliation. For example: York Region 
recognizes the importance of economic reconciliation 
with Indigenous communities. Economic Reconciliation 
includes collaborating with Indigenous partners in a 
manner that contributes to their economic wellbeing as 
York Region’s economy grows. This includes attention 
to York Region’s procurement policies to intentionally 
enhance the procurement opportunities available to 
qualified Indigenous rights-holding contractors. 
 Economic development policies directly link to the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Call to Action 
#92 (as follows). Point ii. is particularly relevant for 
York Region’s economic development policies: 
  
92. We call upon the corporate sector in Canada to 
adopt the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples as a reconciliation framework and 
to apply its principles, norms, and standards to 
corporate policy and core operational activities 
involving Indigenous peoples and their lands and 
resources. This would include, but not be limited to, the 
following: 
 i. Commit to meaningful consultation, building 
respectful relationships, and obtaining the free, prior, 
and informed consent of Indigenous peoples before 
proceeding with economic development projects. 
 ii. Ensure that Aboriginal peoples have equitable 
access to jobs, training, and education opportunities in 
the corporate sector, and that Aboriginal communities 
gain long-term sustainable benefits from economic 
development projects. 
 iii. Provide education for management and staff on the 
history of Aboriginal peoples, including the history and 
legacy of residential schools, the United Nations 

York Region is committed to addressing the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of 
Canada Calls to Action that apply to 
municipalities. The York Region Official Plan 
focuses on Calls to Action related to matters 
that can be addressed through land use 
planning including consultation and 
relationship building.  
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Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 
Treaties and Aboriginal rights, Indigenous law, and 
Aboriginal–Crown relations. This will require skills 
based training in intercultural competency, conflict 
resolution, human rights, and anti-racism 
 Further, to quote from Carol-Anne Hilton’s 
Indigenomics: Taking a Seat at the Economic Table, 
“Indigenous economic health and Canada’s economic 
health are now intertwined.” 

2 A brief history of York Region:  
 
It is problematic that this history implies that 
Indigenous peoples harvested plant and animal 
relatives in a manner that was “exploitative”. 
Indigenous peoples have long lived in balance with 
other relatives, and this wording should be changed to 
reflect that fact. 

 
Revisions have been made in response to this 
comment. A brief history of York Region text 
has been updated to replace 'exploit' with 
'people began to make use of’.  See Page 23 
in the Adopted York Region Official Plan 2022. 
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 Additionally, there are competing narratives around 
the history of different Indigenous communities within 
York Region, meaning that it is essential that the 
Region cite their sources of this history if it is to be 
published in the Official Plan. 

  
 

2 "York Region has a rich cultural heritage. It is believed 
that aboriginal hunting bands first arrived in the area 
approximately 11,000 years ago. The vibrant history of 
these and subsequent Indigenous communities, 
including First Nations and the Métis Nation are found 
in the Region’s significant archaeological resources. 
Today, the Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation 
is located both on and off the shores of Lake Simcoe 
on Snake, Fox and Georgina islands." 
  
In addition to the naming of the Chippewas of Georgina 
Island First Nation, it is important for readers of the 
ROP to understand that York falls within the treaty 
territories of many other Indigenous Nations. Please 
ensure that text is included on the Williams Treaties 
First Nations presence within York Region. 

 
Revisions have been made in response to this 
comment. The York Region Official Plan has 
been updated as follows: 

• York Region’s Land Acknowledgement 
has been updated to reference the 
William Treaties First Nations; 

• Indigenous Communities sidebar text 
has been updated to include a link to an 
Ontario Treaty Map. 

• Section 2.4 preamble has been updated 
to reference the Williams Treaties First 
Nations. 

See Pages 5, 31 and 140 in the Adopted York 
Region Official Plan 2022. 

2 In our review of various cultural heritage consultation 
reports, the discussion of Cultural Heritage 
Landscapes too often is focused only as far back as 
Euro-Canadian settler history. We recognize that the 
consideration of Indigenous use has been included in 
the ROP definition of a cultural heritage landscape. To 
ensure that this idea is immediately apparent, we 
encourage that any policies related to cultural heritage 
contain a caveat that includes specific recognition of 
Indigenous cultural heritage. 

Revisions have been made in response to this 
comment. Section 2.4 preamble has been 
updated to reference Indigenous cultural 
heritage. See Page 31 in the Adopted York 
Region Official Plan 2022. 
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2 This should be amended to state that these activities 
will occur in consultation with Indigenous Nations, 
especially when it comes to Indigenous cultural 
heritage landscapes. If this is not done, there is a risk 
that cultural heritage will be approached from a euro-
centric perspective. 

Revisions have been made in response to this 
comment. Policy 2.4.6 has been updated to 
identify engagement with Indigenous 
communities, where appropriate. See Page 31 
in the Adopted York Region Official Plan 2022. 

2 This policy does not properly recognize the importance 
of treaty territory. It should be amended to direct the 
consultant archeologist to engage with Indigenous 
communities whose Treaty and traditional territories 
the archeological resource occurs within. 
 This comment also applies to other archeological 
resource policies. 

This comment has been shared with Regional 
staff for consideration when reviewing and 
updating the Archeological Management Plan. 

2 This policy [2.4.15] should be amended to note that 
holding of artifacts in an interpretation centre would 
only be investigated with the consent of Indigenous 
Nations who have rights and interest related to the 
artifact. 

The comment has been shared with Regional 
staff for consideration when reviewing and 
updating the Archeological Management Plan. 
 

2 Objective for Managing Excess Soil:  
As noted in previous comments, this objective does not 
recognize the importance of consulting with Indigenous 
communities on matters that impact the lands and 
waters. This statement should be amended to be 
inclusive of Indigenous communities that may be 
interested in working with Conservation Authorities and 
municipalities on policies related to excess soil. 
 Further, this section on excess soil does not 
adequately address the potential negative impacts of 
invasive species spread through excess soil transport 
and re-use. A policy should be added to ensure that 
invasive species spread is of key consideration when 
managing excess soil. 

This comment has been shared with Regional 
staff, Conservation Authorities and local 
municipalities for consideration when 
developing excess soil policies.  
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3 "Development in wetlands policy "  
Consent is needed from Indigenous communities if 
impacts to wetlands are to occur. These ecosystems 
are of key importance to our communities, but we are 
too often not consulted on plans that may impact or 
even remove part of them. This list should be amended 
to include “Consultation with Indigenous Communities” 
as an example of approvals that may be required in 
conjunction with Planning Act approvals. 
  
The following section on woodlands contextualizes the 
cumulative impacts of agricultural uses, development, 
and urbanization on tree cover and woodland 
fragmentation. This should also be done for the 
Wetlands section. 
 An example statement could be that “the majority of 
wetlands have been lost to human activities since 
European settlement”. Evidence of past and ongoing 
wetland loss is provided by various studies that cover 
York Region, including Ducks Unlimited Canada 
(2010), Snell (1987), and the Ontario Biodiversity 
Council (2021). 

Revisions have been made in response to this 
comment. Typical Wetland sidebar text has 
been updated to reflect engagement with 
Indigenous communities. See Page 55 in the 
Adopted York Region Official Plan 2022. 
  
 
 
  

3 Appreciative of the Region’s recognition of the critical 
importance of landscape connectivity for all living 
relatives. 
 Given the threats that headwaters, wetlands, and 
watercourses are facing in southern Ontario and York 
Region more specifically, it is particularly important to 
ensure that protections for these features are provided 
and upheld. This is particularly important in the 
Greenbelt and Oak Ridges Moraine, where protections 
seem to balance on a fine line despite protective 
policies being in place. 

This comment has been provided to Regional 
staff, local municipalities and conservation 
authorities for consideration when engaging on 
land use planning applications. 

3 Appreciates the Region’s focus on ecological 
restoration, and encourages the Region to solidify this 
through ecosystem area and function-based 
restoration targets. The consultation office should be 
provided with restoration plans for commenting, and 

This comment has been provided to Regional 
staff for consideration as we seek to improve 
engagement practices. 
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opportunities to participate in field work related to 
ecosystem restoration. 

3 Watershed Planning:  
Appreciates the recognition of cumulative impacts at a 
watershed-scale, and encourages the Region to 
develop guidelines around cumulative effects 
assessment during development, as a potential 
component of the Environmental Impact Statement. 
Cumulative effects have impacted the lands and 
waters within our territory to the point that they are 
unrecognizable. It is only through the adequate 
assessment of cumulative impacts it will become 
possible to repair the damage that was done. 

This comment has been provided to Regional 
staff participating in watershed planning. This 
comment has also been provided to the Lake 
Simcoe and Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authorities. 

3 Partnerships with Indigenous communities are key to 
ensuring the success of environmental enhancement 
and restoration. Please amend this policy to encourage 
partnerships and consultation with Indigenous 
communities. 

Revisions have been made in response to this 
comment. Policy 3.1.5 has been updated to 
reflect partnership with Indigenous 
communities. See Page 39 in the Adopted 
York Region Official Plan 2022. 

3 Appreciates the recognition of interconnected 
ecosystems through this policy, and encourages the 
Region to ensure that Indigenous communities are 
involved in these coordination efforts. 

This comment has been provided to Regional 
staff, local municipalities and conservation 
authorities for consideration when engaging on 
natural systems planning.  

3 To date, watershed planning has not adequately 
involved Indigenous communities. The direction that 
the Region is giving through this policy makes it clear 
why there seems to be confusion among municipalities 
and conservation authorities as to when and how to 
engage with Indigenous nations on watershed 
planning. This policy must be modified to direct 
partnerships with Indigenous nations in the earliest 
stages of watershed planning. 

 
This comment has been provided to Regional 
staff, local municipalities and conservation 
authorities for consideration when engaging on 
watershed plans. 
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3 Please note that if the Region is to consider future 
MZOs, Indigenous communities must be consulted 
early and with the provision of capacity supports to 
facilitate their full review of these projects. To date, 
Indigenous communities have either not been 
consulted on MZOs, or have been consulted too 
infrequently or too late in the process, meaning that 
Indigenous leadership has had little opportunity to 
influence the outcomes of MZO decisions. 

Thank you for your comment. This comment 
has been provided to the Ministry of Municipal 
Affairs and Housing.  

3 As noted in previous comments, this policy does not 
recognize the Region’s responsibility to work with 
Indigenous communities on matters that impact lands 
and waters. Please modify this policy to be inclusive of 
Indigenous communities, which do not simply fall under 
“other relevant agencies”. 

Policy revisions have been made in response 
to this comment. Policy 3.3.11 has been 
revised to include Indigenous communities. 
See Page 46 in the Adopted York Region 
Official Plan 2022. 

3 As noted in previous comments, this policy does not 
recognize the Region’s responsibility to consult with 
Indigenous communities on matters that impact the 
lands and waters. Consultation must occur with 
interested Indigenous communities who have Treaty or 
traditional territory that is impacted by the proposal 
when a woodland compensation plan is to be 
considered. 

This comment has been provided to Regional 
staff, local municipalities and conservation 
authorities for consideration when engaging on 
land use planning applications.  
 
 

4 The Region should develop an Indigenous 
procurement policy that encourages the inclusion of 
Indigenous art as a public benefit. 

York Region is open to further explore 
potential opportunities as we continue to 
improve relationships with Indigenous 
communities. 

4 Urban boundary expansions represent the use of 
Treaty and traditional Indigenous lands by 
municipalities, making it absolutely critical that 
Indigenous communities are meaningfully consulted on 
any urban boundary expansions. This policy and/or 
section must be updated to clearly provide guidance to 
municipalities on their responsibility to consult with 
Indigenous communities prior to passing any urban 
boundary expansions. 

Thank you for your comment. This comment 
has been provided to the Ministry of Municipal 
Affairs and Housing as the approval authority 
for the York Region Official Plan. This 
comment has also been provided to Regional 
staff reviewing and recommending approval of 
local municipal official plans 



  167 

6 Please note that comments on York Region’s Water 
and Wastewater Masterplan under separate cover. 

Responses to those comments have been 
provided in Table 2. 

6 Growth of Regional infrastructure provides an 
opportunity for the Region to support Indigenous 
economies. Encourage York Region to develop an 
Indigenous procurement policy, which should include 
provisions for contracting related to civil works projects. 

 
York Region is open to further discussion on 
potential opportunities as we continue to seek 
to improve relationships with Indigenous 
communities. 
 

6 Please note that comments on the Transportation 
Master Plan were provided under separate cover. In 
alignment with our comments related to art and 
regional infrastructure, we ask that the Region create 
an Indigenous procurement policy that has provisions 
for civil works contracting opportunities related to 
transportation projects. 

Responses to these comments have been 
provided in Table 1. 

6 Although Indigenous communities could fall within the 
definition of “surrounding jurisdictions”, the importance 
of water to these communities means that it would be 
beneficial for it to be specifically noted that 
coordination on these matters will occur in consultation 
with Indigenous communities. 

The importance of water to Indigenous 
communities is acknowledged and referenced 
elsewhere in the York Region Official Plan. 
This policy intentionally references 
surrounding jurisdictions recognizing that any 
water-related facility or infrastructure would 
undergo an environmental assessment 
process that would include engagement with 
Indigenous communities. 

6 Stormwater Management: Given the recognition of the 
need for innovative techniques, coupled with the need 
to protect and restore the natural environment, we 
recommend that the Region add a policy to encourage 
the creation of more naturalized forms of stormwater 
management facilities. 

This comment has been provided to Regional 
staff for consideration in design and 
construction of stormwater management 
facilities.  

6 Since the noted GTA west corridor is subject to a 
federal Impact Assessment, it seems to be premature 
to plan for this route as a utility corridor. Greater 
consultation is needed with Indigenous communities on 
the final corridor. The official plans should include utility 
infrastructure alternatives and contingencies should the 

To conform to Provincial land use planning 
direction, York Region is required to plan and 
protect infrastructure corridors and rights-of-
ways. Highway 413 (GTA West Corridor) and 
Bradford Bypass are identified as Potential 
Freeways on Map 10 in the York Region 
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GTA West Corridor and the Bradford By-pass Corridor 
not materialize 

Official Plan recognizing that both are subject 
to ongoing planning by the Province.  
 
Additionally, this comment has been provided 
to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing as the approval authority for the York 
Region Official Plan. 

6 As noted in previous comments, this statement does 
not recognize Indigenous communities. There is a 
notable opportunity to collaborate with Indigenous 
communities on clean energy projects, thereby 
supporting the Indigenous economy and our shared 
environment. This policy should be amended to note 
the importance of Indigenous engagement and 
collaboration on the energy projects noted in the 
current policy. 

 
  
 
This comment has been shared with Regional 
staff working on corporate and community 
energy initiatives. 
 

7 Appreciates the Region’s recognition of the critical 
nature of engagement with Indigenous communities in 
the successful implementation of the ROP. 

Thank you for your comment.  

7 The direction to Municipalities on engaging with 
Indigenous communities is appreciated. It would be 
beneficial to note that this engagement should happen 
early in planning processes. 
 Further, it is our experience that there is a lack of 
clarity among Conservation Authorities and 
Municipalities as to who is responsible for consulting 
on matters related to waterways, waterbodies, and 
wetlands. If the Region intends for this responsibility to 
be delegated to either Conservation Authorities or 
Municipalities, this should be specified in this section. 
Further dialogue with the Region on this issue would 
be appreciated. 

Thank you for this comment. This comment 
has been provided to local municipalities and 
conservation authorities.  
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Mapping  "New and updated spatial data from local 
municipalities, conservation authorities, the Province 
and within the Region have been used to update draft 
ROP map schedules." Nov 11 CoW Report  
 
Can the Region please clarify if information gathering 
was completed in consultation with Indigenous 
Nations? This text indicates collaboration with 
stakeholders on mapping exercises that led to changes 
in systems of great interest to rights holders. These 
systems include the natural heritage system, any 
mapping of natural and cultural areas of interest, and 
lands that could provide for economic reconciliation 
through business opportunities and partnerships. 

Information gathering was completed by 
Regional staff. Consultation occurred once 
draft mapping had been prepared.  
 
At the Regional scale, natural systems 
mapping is informative and subject to 
verification through appropriate studies.  
 
York Region recognizes that there is 
opportunity to improve engagement efforts 
with Indigenous communities on future 
updates to the York Region Official Plan. 

Mapping  "The draft ROP builds on the existing comprehensive 
Regional Greenlands system framework Natural 
systems planning includes both the natural heritage 
and water resource system." Nov 2021 CoW Report 
  
 
While we appreciate that a focus has been placed on 
updating mapping of the 
 Regional Greenlands system, it does not seem that 
the Region has considered information from 
Indigenous communities while updating this mapping. 
As the Greenlands system provides an important layer 
of protection for natural areas which are foundational to 
Williams Treaty First Nations (WTFNs) and the WTFNs 
Settlement Agreement, WTFNS and other potentially 
impacted Indigenous communities must be consulted 
early in any processes related to its mapping. If 
Indigenous communities are willing and able to provide 
any information, such as Indigenous knowledge, areas 
of cultural importance, or areas related to hunting, 
fishing and harvesting, these should be protected 
through the Greenlands system. 

York Region acknowledges the relationship 
Indigenous communities have with the natural 
environment. York Region is open to further 
explore potential opportunities for information 
sharing as we continue to improve 
relationships with Indigenous Communities. 
 
Mapping comes from a variety of sources 
including Conservation Authorities, Province 
and the Region. Thank you for your comments 
about the availability of Indigenous 
information.  The Region would need to have 
discussions on what kind of data First Nations 
collect and may be able to share with the 
Region.  
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General  Urban expansions take Indigenous treaty and 
traditional land into an urban envelope. The impacts of 
these activities are usually irreversible, and should not 
be taken lightly. Any proposed urban expansions 
require meaningful consultation with Indigenous 
communities, who may choose to provide or withhold 
their Free, Prior, and Informed consent, consistent with 
the United Nations Declaration on rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (UNDRIP). 

Thank you for your comment. 
 
This comment has been provided to the 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing as 
the approval authority for the York Region 
Official Plan and consideration in future 
updates to A Place to Grow: Growth Plan for 
the Greater Golden Horseshoe.  
 
Information regarding proposed urban 
boundary expansions in York Region were 
shared with Indigenous communities through 
Notices of Study Commencement and 
engagement opportunities.  
 
Further, York Region acknowledges that more 
can be done to build stronger relationships.  

General  "The draft ROP defines a Regional structure that sets 
the foundation for future growth areas and protection of 
natural and agricultural systems and to plan for a 
population of 2.02 million and 990,000 jobs by 2051" 
Nov 2021 CoW report 
  
Appreciates this focus on the protection of natural and 
agricultural systems. Reciprocity with the living world is 
of key importance, and it would be appreciated if the 
Region went beyond protection, to the restoration of 
the living world. 

The York Region Official Plan includes policies 
identifying the need to protect, restore and 
enhance natural and agricultural systems.  
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30. 2022 Transportation Master Plan Book 

Click here to view an accessible version of this document. 

 

 

 

https://www.york.ca/media/107231/download?attachment
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31. 2022 Transportation Master Plan Update Notice of Study Completion 

Click here to view an accessible version.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.york.ca/media/107201/download?attachment
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32. 2022 Transportation Master Plan Project Webpage – York.ca/TMP 

Click here to visit the webpage. 

 

29. 2022 Transportation Master Plan Public Consultation Webpage  

Click here to visit the webpage. 

 
 

 

 

https://www.york.ca/TMP
https://www.york.ca/newsroom/campaigns-projects/help-shape-future-transportation-network-york-region
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